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breed in the fine water-fowl aviary at the Calcutta Zoo,
together with the splendid scarlet Ibis (Eudocimu-s ruber]
of tropical America. This latter bird is sometimes mis-
taken for the Sacred Ibis of ancient Egypt, but it was, of
course, unknown to the ancients, the Sacred Ibis (Ibis
athiopica) being a close ally of the Indian White Ibis, but
easily distinguishable by the purple-black inner quills,
which are very loose and plumy, and the pinkish legs.
I have tried the White Ibis, both full grown and young,
as food, and found it tolerable, though not exactly a de-
licacy. There is no noticeable fishy flavour, but the meat of
the adult bird is very solid and close grained, though not
stringy or tough. I certainly gave it a fair trial, for with
a friend who was living with me, I tried roast Ibis, stewed
Ibis and Ibis pie ! The young bird I got was one reared
in the Calcutta Zoological Gardens in the spring of 1901,
which was growing up hopelessly rickety and crippled,
and had to be killed. It was tenderer than its seniors, and
somewhat between duck and pigeon in taste, but not up
to a good sample of either, as was to be expected from its
poor condition.
Ibises of this kind are rather noisy when breeding, mak-
ing a hoarse croaking sound. They pair after the manner
of pigeons, chewing each other's beaks meanwhile, and they
seem singularly good-natured and free from jealousy,
judging from the fact that I have seen an immature bird
in the Calcutta aviary look on at the amatory perform-
ances of his elders without making the slightest attempt
to disturb them.
Two of our species of Ibis are called Black Ibises, on
account of their dark plumage, though this is not really
black. But as the Glossy Ibis is just as dark, and as the
best known of the present two is often called the King
Curlew, it seems as well to call them King Ibises, so as to
change the popular name as little as possible. Curlews,
of course, they really must not be called. These two
birds, forming the group or genus Inocotis, are distin-
guished by their comparatively short legs and small feet;

